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In this general report of the Commission "Truth, Justice and Reconciliation
between Russia and Ukraine with the Mediation of the European Union"
(TJR), you will find the results of the four sessions held in 2018-2019 in France
and Ukraine at the initiative of the Collège des Bernardins (Paris), the Mohyla

Academy (Kyiv), the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lviv) and the NGO "Memorial"

(Moscow), in partnership with several media outlets : French (ouest-france.fr),
Russian (graniru.org), Ukrainian (radiosvoboda.org), English (uacrisis.org) and

with the support of several organizations , such as the Organization for Security

and Cooperation in Europe , the Forum Normandy for Peace , the Open Dialogue

Foundation or the Oeuvre d ’Orient .

 

This Commission is the only existing structure in the world that has been able
to bring together eminent institutions, recognized by the States and the civil
societies to which they belong, and having been able to produce a peace
plan taking into account the strategic interests of the Russian and Ukrainian
nations. Unlike the Trilateral Contact Group on Ukraine and the Normandy

Format , the TJR Commission has involved members of civil society with career

diplomats , and has sought to organize a dialogue that is based not solely on the

balance of power , but primarily on an objective diagnosis of the conflict and on

mutually beneficial ways of healing .

 

At each session special care was taken in selecting speakers and observers . In all

cases there were representatives of different nationalities (Russian, Ukrainian,
European and American) but also with different specialties (economists,
historians, philosophers, political scientists, theologians) widely recognized

for their expertise , free and independent from their professional institutions , and

open to discussion with other people with different positions , for the purpose of

seeking differentiated consensus . 

 

It is quite obvious that the members of the TJR Commission did not have an a

priori essentialist position against any country and all wanted to see international

law respected and peace established between nations . This does not mean ,

however , that they consider this law fixed and that the order established by the

Treaty of Westphalia (1648), where each nation-state considers itself to have

unlimited sovereignty , cannot evolve to an authentic alternational law of nations

in solidarity with each other , as recommended by Mireille Delmas Marty , honorary

professor at the College de France or Pascal Lamy , director general of the World

Peace Forum in Paris .

 

PREFACE



The first three sessions were devoted to the main causes of the Russian-Ukrainian

conflict , while the fourth session focused on providing post-crisis solutions on the

military , diplomatic and economic level . Each time we managed to sign a

common agreement . 

 

We do not want to reiterate here the facts and analysis of the causes of the war ,

since these are largely presented in the published convergence documents .

Rather , the following list represents a very succinct and non-exhaustive plan of
10 major proposals briefly summarized so that everyone can immediately
grasp the complexity of the operations to be carried out . This plan , the details

of which appear in the texts of convergence and which will be further refined in

the coming months , must be launched , in our opinion , very quickly , if , at the very

least , the international community wishes to prevent the Russian-Ukrainian

conflict from becoming a global conflict as it was the case in the Franco-German

conflict .

 

Our conviction is that there is still today (December 2019) a chance for peace
between Russia and Ukraine , but also , by extension , between Russia and the

democratic world . The precondition for peace is to know how to distinguish

between the strategic interests of nations and the short-term interests of the

states of the warring countries . However , we must really reject any naivety towards

a State that seriously destabilizes the international order , as shows the

involvement of the Russian state in the annexation of Crimea and in the

destabilization of Donbass that has been recognized by all the countries of the

European Union and has been vigorously condemned by the vast majority

countries of the United Nations and the Council of Europe . We are convinced that

Russia will one day have to be reintegrated into the big family of democratic

nations . But it must first carry out work within itself to integrate the democratic

principles that it accepted theoretically after 1991 , but without having questioned

the practices of the homo sovieticus , and repair the wrongs committed against its

neighbors .

 

From the point of view of the European Union and other Western countries it is

not through a policy of false neutrality and appeasement that the hybrid war

between Russia and many countries can be resolved . The experience of the 1930s

shows that such a policy has no chance of success as neo-imperial powers are
convinced that the law of force is more powerful than the force of law. On the

other hand , historical experience shows that the law , when it is based on

principles of respect for the person , when it is animated by a capacity for

improvement and when it is firmly defended , is otherwise more powerful and

lasting than the logic of violent domination . Peace in the European Union since its

creation is a convincing example . This is why the peace plan we are proposing is

built on a logic of firmness , reparation , and openness to a mutually beneficial

order .



We call on all political , diplomatic , economic , religious , media and cultural

decision-makers to support these proposals , and to support the establishment of a

structure that would be able to implement them . We also call on civil societies ,

especially those in Europe , Russia and Ukraine , to react to these proposals , make

them their own and to implement them in every possible way . So that together

we can avoid the terrible tragedies of the past century and imagine new dynamics

of peace .

Antoine Arjakovsky, Research Director at the Collège des Bernardins, Paris 
 
Borys Gudziak, President of the Catholic University of Ukraine. Archbishop-Metropolitan for
Ukrainian Catholics in the USA, Philadelphia
 
Nikita Petrov, Vice-president of the �ussian NGO Memorial, Moscow
 
Constantin Sigov, Director of the Center for European Studies of the Mohyla Academy of Kiev
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Memorial Association,
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Russian historian specialised in the

study of Soviet security services ,

Nikita Petrov is a doctor in
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NIKITA PETROV



Peace plan for the benefit of the Russian and Ukrainian nations
 

1) Educational work
a . Handbook of Russian-Ukrainian history in several languages , based in particular on

the European Parliament resolution of September 2019 on the importance of

European memory for the future of Europe ;

b . Training manual on peace building and the rule of law ;

c . Training manual for Interfaith Dialogue and Ecumenical Ecclesiology .

 

2) Work with the media
a . Creation of a website capable of providing information on the work of the TJR

Commission in several languages , and enabling the populations concerned to

contribute to the various peace initiatives ;

b . Creation of a Russian-Ukrainian news channel (modelled on Arte) with an

independent editorial staff , supported by EU journalists and EU funding ;

c . Increased budgets to European agencies in charge of combating fake news and

disinformation , in particular , a multilingual version of the site https://euvsdisinfo.eu/.
 

3) Religious Reconciliation Work: Inter-Orthodox and Ecumenical
a . Draft and implement a road map for cooperation between the Ukrainian Orthodox

Churches and the Ukrainian Catholic Greek Church ;

b . Draft and implement a reconciliation road map between the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church (recognized by the Moscow Patriarchate) and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine

(recognized by the Patriarchate of Constantinople);

c . Support the enactment of a new pan-Orthodox conciliar process .

 

4) Penalties
a . Creation of a Magnitsky Law on a European scale to deal with all those who support

or fuel the destabilization of Ukraine ;

b . Implementation of a control process within the European Union capable of verifying

the application of sanctions and the absence of technological transfers to Russia ;

c . Applications of European Commission decisions to avoid EU dependence on Russian

hydrocarbons ;

d . Establishment of a graduated response process in the event of an escalation of the

conflict , with particular reference to the European Convention on Human Rights .

 

5) Implementation and reform of international law
a . Implementation of the decisions of the International Court of Justice in The Hague :

Application of the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of

Terrorism and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial

Discrimination (Ukraine v . Russian Federation);

b . Reform the functioning of the UN Security Council by adding a rebalancing by the

General Assembly of the United Nations of the permanent veto power of SC members .

c . Adopt strong legislation in the EU countries against misinformation and violent

speeches according to European Parliament resolutions .



6) Organization of military support to Ukraine as aggressed country.
a . Taking into account the Budapest Memorandum , NATO member states must

accelerate Ukraine 's integration into NATO ;

b . Implementation of the NATO Black Sea Package of Measures ;

c . The European Union must also strengthen the EU 's mission in Ukraine on security

and military training ;

d . It is essential for the EU to get Russia and the United States to resume negotiations

on the Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF).

 

7) Implementation of the Minsk Agreement in the following order
a . Conference in 2020 , for example in Brussels , for peace in Donbass , with major

participation of the European External Action Service , which would propose a

temporary administration plan for the UN + OSCE in Donbass ;

b . Implementation of this provisional administration with forces of countries approved

by Russia and Ukraine ;

c . A permanent cease fire and demilitarization of Donbass ; the release of all political

prisoners ;

d . A return of refugees , independent media and political parties in Donbass ;

e . After a period deemed sufficiently long by the United Nations and the OSCE ,

organization by this temporary administration of a referendum in the Donbass under

the control of the UN and the OSCE with observers not belonging to any of the

countries in conflict ;

f . Implementation of the Ukrainian government 's decentralization law in regions that

have accepted its legitimacy .

 

8) Preparing a future of peace for an internationally recognized Crimea
a . Accurate monitoring of persecution against national and religious minorities in

Crimea ;

b . Denuclearization of the peninsula by Russia in return for a replenishment of

drinking water and electricity by Ukraine ;

c . Organization of an international conference on Crimea with a view to proposing a

new referendum under the mandate of the UN and the OSCE . A process similar to the

implementation of the Minsk Agreement in Donbass will then have to be applied .

 

9) Joint reflection work on the future of security in Europe: EU / NATO, but also
Russia / Ukraine
a . Need for agreement beforehand on the model of government and international law

compatible with the fundamental principles of the EU , the OSCE and the UN ;

b . Organization of conferences on the possible ways of a new effective OSCE in

association with the Atlantic Alliance and the EU with the participation of

intellectuals , former prisoners of conscience and representatives of civil society ;

c . Increase short-term EU budgets for rapid response forces .
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10) Support from international financial institutions
a . Short-term support from existing instruments at the EU level to NGOs in charge of

protecting the lives of civilians and the industrial , cultural and environmental heritage

in conflict areas ;

b . Short-term funding of peace building initiatives , of efforts by commissions of

experts , intellectuals , academics , NGO members , former prisoners of conscience , of

exhibitions or concerts of artists belonging to the Russian and Ukrainian nations ;

c . Continued EU and IMF support for reforms in Ukraine , notably in promoting the rule

of law .

d . Investment plan after the results of referendums for Donbass and then for Crimea

with the participation of the EBRD , the IMF , the World Bank .



 

What common narrative can heal the
wounds of the past?

The first seminar was held in Paris from May 23 to 26 , 2018 in Paris with about 25

participants . The group of assembled personalities succeeded in establishing a

differentiated consensus on all these difficult issues , these texts were published on

medias website in several languages (Russian , Ukrainian , French , English , German) in

order to allow different parts of the populations concerned to express themselves and

contribute to the effort of truth and collective justice . 

 

The objective of the 1st seminar is also to propose a handbook in several languages on

the history of relations between Russia , Ukraine and Europe . The goal of the

Commission is to work with all possible partners in order to promote as soon as

possible a sustainable peace between Russia and Ukraine on one side but also

between Russia and the West .

Questions asked :

a.          What common narrative of the democratic crisis in former Soviet Union

since 1991 ?

b.         What common narrative of the events of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict

2013-2018 ?

c.          What common narrative since the origins of Kievan Rus' ? 

d.         Which ways for the reciprocal recognition of two nation states, the

criticism of the communist past and the rejection of the imperial model?

FIRST SEAMINAR
From 23 to 26 May

Paris

Collège des Bernardins



AGREEMENT I

The principle of solidarity encourages us to consider "dialogue" as an act of common

resistance to distrust , fear and violence . The participants in the dialogue of Russia,
Ukraine, France and other European countries which want to put an end to the
war between Russia and Ukraine came together from 23 till 26 May , in the College

des Bernardins , Paris to begin a discussion on the future reconciliation and the

establishment of stable relations of good neighbors between these two states .

 

Conscious about our responsibility towards our nation and people from Europe and

basing ourselves on the European experience of post-war reconciliation , we want to

define the general principles and values underlying our dialogue : the parties are
equal partners and we respect their state of sovereignty and the inviolability of

the frontiers of Europe , the supremacy of law , liberty of conscience and the dignity of

each person .

 

We believe that the occupation and subsequent illegal annexation of Crimea by

Russia and the beginning of an armed conflict in Donbass is a violation of

international and bilateral treaties and the integrity of Ukraine over all its territory . 

 

We understand that to arrive at a durable peace , it is necessary not only to resolve
the actual conflict but also to engage in an open dialogue on the litigious
questions of history which are often the object of speculation and propaganda . We

think that it is also necessary to abandon mythologies that are mutually exclusive of

one another and adopt a true and balanced conception of history that will help

national consciousness to escape from the present vicious circle of chronicle physical

and intellectual violence .

 

We propose a new approach to study historical facts, offering a description of
events as objective and truthful as possible from a scientific point of view. While

leaving a place for different interpretations of historical facts relative to national

narratives , we consider it is necessary to base ourselves on the work of philosophers of

history that have insisted upon the method of intersecting perspectives as the

foundation of a common narrative acceptable to both parties .

 

This non-linear history , centered upon key events and important figures in the

national self-consciousness , enables the demystification of an exclusively nationalistic

recital of history and the rebuilding of a national self-awareness based on a critical

vision , including that of one ’s own history. Such an approach leaves more place for
the specifically humane dimension of the past. It constitutes a mosaic that enables

a vision of the ensemble and allows us to add new stones as new researches become

available . 



From the middle of the 10th century until the middle of the 15th . The consciousness

of the medieval Rous ’

From the middle of the 15th century until the end of the 17th century . The collapse

of the medieval ‘Russian ’ consciousness .

From the beginning of the 18th century until 1921 . Proto-national consciousness

1922-1991 . National and Soviet consciousness

1991-2013 . Post-soviet consciousness

2014 to present . Consciousness of homo dignus and rehabilitation of homo

sovieticus .

In historical studies , it seems important to us to propose the following chronology of

the formation of the national consciousness of Ukrainians and Russians :

 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5 .

6.

 

 

By basing ourselves on the European experiences of the Franco-German and German-

Polish reconciliations , we would like to use these examples to start a dialogue of truth

and justice between Ukraine and Russia . We hope to reach a reconciliation of
memories, a discovery of the true self, confidence, on our part , in each of the

people , in their points of contact , awareness of their differences and their dynamics of

development so that , in the words of Robert Schuman , one of the founders of the New

Europe “they might extract from the past future possibilities of affinities and

community of interest”.
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Historien russe

Rector of the St. Sophia
Open Orthodox

University in Kiev

FATHER GEORGES
KOVALENKO

Professeur à l'Université
de Rennes

YEVSTRATIY ZORIA

Spokesman of the Kyiv
Patriarchate

Archbishop of the Ukrainian
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Patriarchate , he 's the spokesman of
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OLEH TURIY

Historan,  Vice-rector for
external affairs, Ukrainian
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Oleh Turiy is the Vice-rector for

external affairs at the Ukrainian
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RUSSIA

Historian

Nikolay  Epplée  is an independent
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study of Soviet security services ,

Nikita Petrov is a doctor in
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with issues related to the Soviet
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Olga Alexandrovna Sedakova is
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Historian and
researcher at CNRS,
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CORINE DE FRANCE



A Peace among the Churches in
Ukraine and Russia is possible

 

The second seminar of the commission “Truth , Justice and Reconciliation between

Russia , Ukraine and the EU” was held in Kiev on October 2 and 3 , 2018 . It took place at

the Saint Thomas Aquinas Institute and Saint Sophia Open Orthodox University with

the participation of the College of the Bernardins , the Saint Clement Center , the

“Memorial” NGO of Moscow , the Mohyla Academy of Kiev , the Ukrainian Catholic

University and with the support of Oeuvre d ’Orient and the Organization for Security

and Cooperation in Europe .

 

The armed aggression against Ukraine has already been going on for more than four

years (six years , December 2019), claiming victims every day , not only in the ranks of

the military but also among the civilian population .

 

The participants in the seminar treated , above all , the question of the Churches , of war

and peace , as well as the conflicts between the Churches of Russia and Ukraine ,

notably in the context of their relationships with Rome and Constantinople .

 

The Gospel commandments enjoin the Churches to be artisans of peace among

parties or states which are in conflict . They cannot carry out this task if they do not

seek to faithfully speak the truth in a language that can be understood by the

societies of the two parties in conflict .

 

 

Shutterstock.com

 SECOND SEMINAR
2 and 3 October 2018

Kiev



Unfortunately , we must recognize that the Russian Orthodox Church bears a heavy

part of the responsibility in the appearance of an ideology of confrontation and in the

refusal to recognize the sovereignty of the Ukrainian nation and state .

 

However , at a time when , in Russia as in Ukraine , the official representatives of the

Russian Orthodox Church refuse to carry on a dialogue with the Ukrainian party which

would be respectful of the rights of each , this responsibility falls upon Christians as the

faithful of the Church of Christ and as representatives of civil society .

 

Aware of our responsibilities as regards the future of our peoples and our Churches , we

should use all the possibilities of dialogue with the conviction that a stable

reconciliation and peace will only come through a joint search for truth and justice .



 The granting of canonical autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine is
the natural result of its millenary development. 

1.

At the end of our reflections on the complexities and tensions which have marked the

history of our Churches , we arrived at an agreement on the following issues :

 

 

 

In the present situation , this decision is determined by the preoccupation for ecclesial

unity on the part of the Ukrainian Orthodox faithful . Such a unity would enable a

fruitful development of the Kievian tradition of Christian openness , of diversity and of

an authentic pastoral attention in the service of the people .  

 

At the same time , the believers who do not want to join the local independent Church

should have the right to freely choose their canonical jurisdiction , including the

option of remaining under the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Moscow .

 

We also believe that the constitution of a local Ukrainian Church will have a beneficial

influence on the Russian Orthodox Church , that it will enable it to reconsider its

history and rid itself of an imperial ideology and will create the necessary conditions

in the future for a dialogue among the Orthodox faithful in Ukraine and in the world .

2. The path towards the unity of the Ukrainian Church and the constructive
cooperation among the Churches will not be accomplished with the simple
remission of the Tomos of autocephaly to the Orthodox Christians of Ukraine.

It is necessary to continue the dialogue with the great centers of Christianity : Rome ,

Constantinople and Moscow . On their side , these centers should not look upon Kiev as

an object of discord , but as a partner , enjoying equal rights and not see Ukraine as a

battlefield but rather as a space for dialogue and constructive collaboration .

3. The various historical stages of the tradition of the Churches of Kiev should
be reinterpreted in order to heal old wounds and find responses to the
challenges of modernity. 

Unfortunately , neither the Russian Orthodox Church , nor the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church depending on the Patriarchate of Moscow have , until now , admitted their

participation in the tragic events which , in the 20th century , led to the interdiction

and the attempts to liquidate the Greek Catholic Church of the Ukraine , nor have they

recognized their collaboration in other crimes of the totalitarian and atheistic Soviet

regime directed against liberty of conscience and human dignity . 

 

AGREEMENT II



Because it wants to break the chains of the past , we hope to hear the local Church of

Ukraine pronounce these words : “We pardon and we ask pardon” addressed to the

Sister Churches in Ukraine as well as to those situated outside of the national borders .

 

We are convinced that a sincere contrition and the pardon of offenses should
prevail over the actual official rhetoric of the Patriarchate of Moscow which does

not want to recognize the evident discrepancy between its position , and , on the other

hand , the Gospel and historical truth .

 

For that peaceful coexistence and the cooperation and intercommunion of Churches

to become a reality , we should reject the ideological myths and come together to sort

out , in a Christian spirit and with all the necessary scientific objectivity , what is so

extremely confused in the history of the relations among Churches , the states and

peoples . 

 

In this perspective , the reconciliation among the Churches and peoples of France and

Germany and then of Germany and Poland can offer a meaningful example . We are

convinced that the reconciliation of the Churches offers a solid foundation for peace

among , Russia , Ukraine and all the people of Europe



SIGNATORIES 

BORYS GUDZIAK

President of the Catholic
University of Ukraine

Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Prelate ,

Borys Gudziak is the Apostolic

Exarchate of France , Benelux and

Switzerland for the Ukrainians . Since

February 2019 , he  is the  Archeparch

of the  Ukrainian Catholic

Archeparchy of Philadelphia . He is

the president of the Ukrainian

Catholic University .

UKRAINE

Myroslav Frankovych Marynovych is

the Vice-rector of the  Ukrainian

Catholic University  in  Lviv , social

activist , co-founder of  Amnesty

International  Ukraine , and a

founding member of the  Ukrainian

Helsinki Group .

Vice-rector of
the Ukrainian Catholic

University in Lviv

MYROSLAV
MARYNOVYTCH

ANDRY YURASH

Head of ministry for
culture department on

religion

Ukrainian political scientist , expert

on issues relating to State-Church

relations , sociology and geography of

religions , Eastern Christian tradition ,

state ethnopolitics and the rights of

national minorities . Director of the

Department of Religions and

Nationalities of the Ministry of

Culture of Ukraine since 2014 .

 

Orthodox Church of
Ukraine. Former Ukrainian

Orthodox Church
Affiliated with Moscow

 

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church since 2019 . He is archbishop

of Pereyslav-Khmelnytsk and vicar of

the Metropolitan Diocese of Kiev . He

was the former secretary of the

Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church , Patriarchate of Moscow

(EOU-PM).

 

 

Archpriest of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church , Bogdan Ogulchanski is

Secretary of the All-Ukrainian

Orthodox Pedagogical Society . He is

the author of textbooks on "Christian

Ethics in Ukrainian Culture" for

schools in Kiev and in regions .

 

 

FATHER BOHDAN
OGULCHANSKI
Archpriest of the

Ukrainian Orthodox
Church

MGR OLEXANDR
DRABINKO

University professor in
religious studies, Kiev

Scientist , Ukrainian public figure ,

and world specialist in religious ,

spiritual and psychophysical systems ,

Igor Kozlovsky worked for more than

25 years in the Donetsk Regional

Administration as a specialist in

religious affairs and taught at the

University of Education superior of

Donetsk .

 

He 's a former prisoner of the

separatists of the self-proclaimed

Donetsk Republic . He was released

during a prisoner exchange in

December 2017 .

IGOR KOZLOVSKY

YEVSTRATIY ZORIA

Spokesman of the Kyiv
Patriarchate

Archbishop of the Ukrainian

Orthodox Church of Kyiv

Patriarchate , he 's the spokesman of

the Kyiv Patriarchate . 

CÉCILE VAISSIÉ

CONSTANTIN SIGOV

Philosopher, professor at
the Kyiv-Mohyla

Academy

Academic at the Institute of

Philosophy of the National Academy

of Sciences of Ukraine , Constantin

Sigov created in 1992 , the Franco-

Ukrainian laboratory of the Kiev

University . He teaches philosophy at

the Mohyla Academy of Kiev and

supported the revolt of the Maidan .

Constantin Sigov is also director of

the editions "The spirit and the

letter".

Former archpriest of the Ukrainian

Orthodox Church (Moscow

Patriarchate), Father Georges

Kovalenko was spokesman for the

Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church , Metropolitan Vladimir

(Sabodan) from 2008 till 2014 . He

was also editor in chief of the

website of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church . In 2019 he joined the

Ukrainian Orthodox Church and is

now the rector of the National

University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy .

Rector of the St. Sophia
Open Orthodox

University in Kiev

FATHER GEORGES
KOVALENKO



Andri Dudchenko is archpriest ,

theologian , publicist and lecturer at

the Kiev Orthodox Theological

Academy .

 

 

Orthodox Priest teaching at
Premudrist (Wisdom) on line

ANDRI DUDCHENKO FATHER IVAN GOUNIA

Greek Catholic Priest,
Military Chaplain

Greek Catholic Priest , Military

Chaplain .

MGR EVSTRATI
ZORYA

Executive Secretary of the Ukrainian

Christian Academic Society , Taras

Dmitrik is President of the All-

Ukrainian Fraternity of St . Apostle

Andrew I . 

 

Candidate in History,
University of Istanbul,

Institute of Turkish Studies

Ph .D . in Linguistics (A . Krymsky

Institute of Oriental Studies , NAS

Ukraine , yy . 2010-2014); Ph .D .

Candidate in History (İstanbul

University , İnstitute of Turkic

Studies , from 2013).

OLES KULCHYNSKYY

A native of Charleroi , Belgium , Father

Michel Dymyd is a priest of the

Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and

was the pastor of Maidan . He was the

first director of the Institute of

Canon Law at the Catholic University

of Ukraine , Lviv .

FATHER MICHEL
DYMYD

Professor at the Catholic
University of the

Ukraine, Lviv

TARAS DMYTRYK

Institute of Ecumenical
Studies at the UCU, Lviv

RUSSIA

Sergei Chapnin is a religious scholar

and former deputy editor-in-chief of

Moscow Patriarchate publishing

house .

Journalist, Doctor of the
Faculty of Theology of
the Free University of

Amsterdam

SERGEI CHAPNIN KONSTANTIN VON
EGGERT

Journalist, TV Dojd

Konstantin von Eggert is a Russian

journalist and political commentator

for Dojd , the only independent

Russian TV channel . In the 1990s , Mr .

von Eggert was the correspondent of

Izvestia Daily . He was head of the

Moscow office of BBC Russian Service

between 2002 and 2008 , then editor

of Kommersant FM from 2012 to 2013 .

 

 

Russian Journalist living
in Kiev, protal-credo.ru

Alexander Soldatov is a specialist in

religious issues , a writer for Novaya

Gazeta , a Russian socio-political

newspaper , and editor-in-chief of the

Credo.press religious information

portal .

ALEXANDER
SOLDATOV

Historian, Deputy Director
of  Association "Memorial"

Russian historian specialised in the

study of Soviet security services ,

Nikita Petrov is a doctor in

philosophy and history . He is the

vice-president of the Russian NGO

Memorial , which deals among others

with issues related to the Soviet

political repression .

NIKITA PETROV



Polish Philosopher , Saint Thomas

Institute , Kiev .

Polish Philosopher,
Saint Thomas Institute,

Kiev

WOICEKH SUROWKA MARTA TITANIEC

General Secretary of the
Polish Council of

Christians and Jew

Marta Titaniec has been General

Secretary of the Polish Council of

Christians and Jews since 2000 . She

was Head of the Foreign Projects

Department of Caritas Polska from

2010 to 2018 . Chair of the

Organizing Committee of the 10th

and 11th Congress of Gniezno , Vice

president of St . Wojciech-Adalbert

in Gniezno . Member of the "Więzi"

laboratory team .

 

 

IEOE, Lviv

SERGEI TCHAPNINE

EUROPEAN UNION

Bernard Marchadier is the author of

a collection of aphorisms "Clear

Notes for a Smoky Era" and

Translations of Russian Thinkers

(Serge Bulgakov , Vladimir Soloviev).

Translator and specialist
of Russian Thought

 

BERNARD MARCHADIER

BORYS GUDZIAK

Doctor in History , Antoine Arjakovsky

worked at the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs between 1989 and 2002 . He

became director of the French

University College in Moscow , then

educational cooperation attaché in

Kiev and deputy director of the

French Institute of Ukraine . In 2004 ,

he created and directed the Institute

of Ecumenical Studies at the

Ukrainian Catholic University . Since

September 2011 , he co-directs the

department "Politics and Religions"

of the Research Center of the

Collège des Bernardins in Paris .

Research Director at
Collège des Bernardins,

Paris

ANTOINE
ARJAKOVSKY

PÈRE GEORGES
KOVALENKOCÉCILE VAISSIÉ

Cécile Vaissié is a French researcher

specializing in Russia . She is

professor of Russian and Soviet

Studies at Rennes-II University .

Professor at Rennes-II
University



What possible convergences towards
the rule of law?

What is the possible role of the
European Union? 

The third seminar of the Commission "Truth , Justice and Reconciliation between

Russia and Ukraine with the mediation of the European Union", that took place from

June 2 to 5 , 2019 , in the city of Caen , within the framework of the World Forum

Normandy for Peace , brought together researchers and representatives of civil society

from Ukraine , Russia and the European Union . 

 

The seminar focused on the rule of law and the role of the European Union in
Russia and Ukraine. The seminar adopted a final document addressing the civil

society of Ukraine , Russia and European countries . 

 

-

 

Kiev.Victor / Shutterstock.com

THIRD SEMINAR 
From 3 till 5 June 2019

Caen

http://comite-ukraine.blogs.liberation.fr/2019/06/12/un-dialogue-pour-preparer-la-paix-en-ukraine/


Seminar participants recognise that:
 

- Respect for the norms of international law , based on the universal values   of justice

and the defense of human rights , demands the immediate cessation of the Russian

Federation 's war in Ukraine .

 

- the concept of "sovereignty" based on an understanding of normative law as a power

struggle put forward by Russian power , contradicts the principles of democracy and

the rule of law based on justice and the defense of human dignity .

 

Seminar participants recommend:
 

- not to renew the voting rights of the Russian Federation in the Parliamentary

Assembly of the Council of Europe as long as it continues to violate the norms of

international law , including the European Convention on Human Rights .

 

- to support the European Parliament resolution on European sanctions in the field of

human rights violations adopted in March 2019 . This resolution proposes to establish

sanctions in the spirit of the Magnitsky Law concerning the accountability of officials

and oligarchs who violate human rights .

 

- to follow the recommendations of the international organisation "Open Dialogue

Foundation" for worldwide enforcement of a Magnitsky Law .

 

- to set up a dialogue forum between the Ukrainian and Russian civil societies

operating permanently , including on Internet networks .

 

Seminar participants call for:
 

- Defence of this concept of democracy and the rule of law through intellectual and

ethical reinforcement based on European values .

 

- Development of political and educational activities to strengthen the immunity of

European society against right-and left-wing populism , national egoism and attempts

to influence the collective consciousness in a destructive way .

 

- Awareness of the issues of information security as a crucial mission in the fight

against hybrid warfare .
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- Establishment , within the framework of the Council of Europe , of a "Truth , Justice

and Reconciliation" commission with the aim of updating and condemning the crimes

of the totalitarian communist regime , as well as helping to overcome the imperialist

legacy .

 

- Development of mechanisms of international , civil and criminal responsibility for

violations of international agreements .

 

We require :
 

- The immediate release of Oleg Sentsov , imprisoned Ukrainian sailors and all political

prisoners .

 

- The creation , under the auspices of the Council of Europe , of a single register

documenting the cases of human rights violations according to the model and

principle of the register established by the Federal Republic of Germany on crimes

committed in the GDR . Our Commission , with its participants from Ukraine and Russia ,

intends to continue its work for justice and peace .



SIGNATORIES 

YEVHEN
HLIBOVYTSKY

Expert of public media in
Ukraine, Kiev.

Former journalist , Yevhen

Hlibovytsky has mainly written on

political topics . In 2013 , he was one

of the founders of hromadske.tv, an

important online media during the

Maidan revolution in 2013/14 . He sits

on the supervisory board of the new

Public  Service  Broadcast  in  Ukraine

and advises key Ukrainian civil

society organizations on strategy

and development issues . He also

teaches at Kyiv-Mohyla Academy

and Ukrainian Catholic University .

UKRAINE

RUSSIA

Deputy Executive Director of the

Presidential Center B . N . Yeltsin .

Former journalist , Lyudmila Telen

worked as Deputy Editor-in-Chief of
Moscow News (Moskovskie Novosti),

Editor-in-Chief of the Russian news

website Favorites (Izbrannoe) and

Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty
(Radio) Svoboda).

Deputy Director of the
Yekaterinburg Yeltsin

Center

LYUDMYLA TELEN ANASTASIA
KIRILENKO

Russian journalist living
in Paris

Russian investigative journalist living

in Paris , Anastasia Kirilenko 's mort

important work concerns the illicit

activities of Vladimir Putin at the

head of the St . Petersburg City

Administration in the early 1990s . In

2018 , she co-produced a

documentary entitled "Putin and the

Mafia". She is currently working for

the information website The Insider
Russia.

NIKITA PETROV

Founder of the Russian NGO "Planet

of Hope" that helps  victims of

nuclear power , Nadezhda Kutepova

has been campaigning for 15 years

to recognise the victims of

radioactive contamination in the

Urals , around the factory where

Maïak had broken out , in 1957 , the

first nuclear disaster in the world . In

July 2015 , she was forced to dissolve

her NGO and leave the Russian

territory . She has since obtained

political asylum in France .

Jurist, defender of
human rights, political

refugee

NADEZHDA
KUTEPOVA

Russian sociologist living
in Germany

Specialist in the sociology of the

Internet and the development of

social networks , Igor Eidman is the

author of a conceptual study on

theoretical sociology and social

history in the field of e-democracy .

He is one of the most published

scholars on putinism as a social and

political system . Igor Eidman is also

the cousin of Boris Nemtsov , political

opponent of Vladimir Putin

murdered in 2015 in the center of

Moscow .

IGOR EIDMAN

Rector of the St. Sophia
Open Orthodox

University in Kiev

FATHER GEORGES
KOVALENKO

CONSTANTIN SIGOV

Philosopher,
professor at the Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy

Historian, Deputy
Director of  Association

"Memorial" 
 

Russian historian specialised in the

study of Soviet security services ,

Nikita Petrov is a doctor in

philosophy and history . He is the

vice-president of the Russian NGO

Memorial , which deals among others

with issues related to the Soviet

political repression .

NIKITA PETROV

CÉCILE VAISSIÉ
Academic at the Institute of

Philosophy of the National Academy

of Sciences of Ukraine , Constantin

Sigov created in 1992 , the Franco-

Ukrainian laboratory of the Kiev

University . He teaches philosophy at

the Mohyla Academy of Kiev and

supported the revolt of the Maidan .

Constantin Sigov is also director of

the editions "The spirit and the

letter".

Former archpriest of the Ukrainian

Orthodox Church (Moscow

Patriarchate), Father Georges

Kovalenko was spokesman for the

Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church , Metropolitan Vladimir

(Sabodan) from 2008 till 2014 . He

was also editor in chief of the

website of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church . In 2019 he joined the

Ukrainian Orthodox Church and is

now the rector of the National

University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy .



BORIS REITCHUSTER

German writer and
journalist, former

correspondent in Russia

GALIA ACKERMAN

Writer, journalist

Political scientist

NICOLAS TENZER

PAOLA GAFFURINI

Project manager at the
Open Dialogue

Foundation, Brussels

Registered as a lobbysite

organization in the European

Parliament , the Open Dialogue

Foundation 's mission is to defend

human rights , democracy and the

rule of law in the post-Soviet space .

The Foundation also organizes

observation missions , including

elections .

EUROPEAN UNION

From 1992 to 1994 , Boris Reitchuster

was correspondent in Moscow for

several German newspapers . After

working for Augsburger Allgemeine

from 1995 to 1997 , he was a

correspondent for dpa and AFP news

agencies in Augsburg and Munich .

From November 1999 to February

2015 , he headed the Moscow office

of Focus News magazine . The

journalist also wrote five books on

contemporary Russia , decrying its

regime and his president Vladimir

Putin .

Essayiste et enseignant à
Sciences-Po Paris, Paris

Journalist , writer , historian , translator ,

Galia Ackerman specializes in the

Russian and ex-Soviet worlds . She is

currently chief editor of the Russian

service of Radio France Internationale

and head of the Russian bureau of

the journal Politique Internationale .

Galia Ackerman is also a research

associate at the LASAR Laboratory at

the University of Caen , which studies

the social aspects of the Chernobyl

disaster on which she has written

several books . She has just published

"The Immortal Regiment - Putin 's

Sacred War ." 

Nicolas Tenzer , a political scientist , is

currently director of the publication

and editorial staff of "Le Banquet"

and the founding president of the

Center for Studies and Reflections

for Political Action (CERAP). He is

professor at the Institute of Political

Studies of Paris ,

Economist INALCO

University Professor at the National

Institute of Oriental Languages and

Civilizations of Paris (INALCO), Julien

Vercueil teaches  economy of post-

Soviet states . He is Director of

Research at the Europe - Eurasia

Research Center and Deputy Editor

of the "Regulatory Review". In

October 2017 , he became the first

French economist to receive the

Kondratieff Gold Medal (awarded by

the Nikolai Kondratieff International

Foundation and supported by the

Russian Academy of Sciences) for his

work on the Russian economy .

JULIEN VERCUEIL

BORYS GUDZIAK

Doctor in History , Antoine Arjakovsky

worked at the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs between 1989 and 2002 . He

became director of the French

University College in Moscow , then

educational cooperation attaché in

Kiev and deputy director of the

French Institute of Ukraine . In 2004 ,

he created and directed the Institute

of Ecumenical Studies at the

Ukrainian Catholic University . Since

September 2011 , he co-directs the

department "Politics and Religions"

of the Research Center of the

Collège des Bernardins in Paris .

Research Director at
Collège des Bernardins,

Paris

ANTOINE
ARJAKOVSKY

PÈRE GEORGES
KOVALENKOCÉCILE VAISSIÉ

Cécile Vaissié is a French researcher

specializing in Russia . She is

professor of Russian and Soviet

Studies at Rennes-II University .

Professor at Rennes-II
University



Crimea and Donbass: What solutions
for peace?

Dovzhykov Andriy  / Shutterstock.com

 FOU�TH SEMINAR
From 10 till 12 October

Paris

The fourth seminar of the Commission "Truth , Justice and Reconciliation between

Russia and Ukraine with the mediation of the European Union", that took place from

October 10 to 12 2019 , in the city of Paris brought together researchers and

representatives of civil society from Ukraine , Russia and the European Union . 

 

The seminar focused on bringing crisis resolution solutions on the military,
diplomatic and economic plan. The seminar adopted a final document addressing

the civil society of Ukraine , Russia and European countries.

http://comite-ukraine.blogs.liberation.fr/2019/06/12/un-dialogue-pour-preparer-la-paix-en-ukraine/


Peace in Donbass and the "comeback" of Crimea in Ukraine are
possible

 

The Commission "Truth , justice and reconciliation between Ukraine and Russia with

the mediation of the European Union", whose 4th session was held in Paris from 10 to

12 October 2019 , is convinced that a just and lasting peace  in the Donbass and the

"comeback" of Crimea in Ukraine are possible and necessary to put an end to the

bloody conflict between Russia and Ukraine , which already lasts for six years , at the

heart of the European continent .

 

Members of the "VJR" commission , organized by the Catholic University of Ukraine

(Lviv), the Mohyla Academy (Kiev), the international NGO "Memorial" (Moscow), and the

Collège des Bernardins (Paris), believe that in order to establish this peace , it is

necessary to identify and eliminate the root causes of the conflict between Russia and

Ukraine , between Russia and the West .

 

A hybrid war
 

Firstly , it must be recognized that Russia has launched a hybrid war against Ukraine in

Crimea and Donbass , on land and at sea . Since February 2014 and to this day , this war

has cost the lives of more than 13 ,000 people , has left tens of thousands wounded and

crippled , and has forced nearly two million people out of their homes . Russian

aggression has destabilized not only Eastern Europe , but also the Middle East and

Africa . As the disaster of the Malaysian MH17 aircraft shot down in the skies of Donbass

in July 2014 by Russian servicemen shows , this war has changed the fate of many

people around the world .

 

It is clear that Russia is participating in the conflict in Eastern Ukraine and is
waging a hybrid war against Ukraine, and can not claim to be a mediator and
peacemaker. The concessions of the West , the lack of reaction to the direct acts of

aggression , the silence concerning the figures , do not favor the normalization of the

situation , but , on the contrary , aggravate it .

 

Understand the reasons for Russian aggression in Ukraine
 

The Committee members believe that in order to find an effective solution to this

conflict , one must understand the real reasons for the Russian aggression against

Ukraine , namely the desire to limit its sovereignty , to put an end to its progress on the

path of European integration and the will of the Kremlin leaders to prevent the spread

of democracy .
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As many years of experience show , the tactics of the current Russian regime are to

achieve its objectives by force by intervening in the post-Soviet space - in Transnistria ,

Abkhazia , South Ossetia , and now in Crimea and in Donbass - then to start peace talks ,

hoping to legalize its territorial seizures and establish a new status quo . At the same

time , Moscow , ignoring international law and human rights in the occupied territories ,

carries out aggressive propaganda towards European society , trying to persuade it to

ignore the victims of aggression . in the name of "peacekeeping".

 

We believe that current efforts to organize a meeting under the "Normandy format"

and impose on Ukraine the "Steinmeier formula", which considers the political

component of conflict resolution regardless of its main component - security -, are

motivated by the desire to "normalize" relations with Russia as quickly as possible , in

order to lift sanctions and resume trade . In other words , it is about getting "fast"

results rather than finding long-term , sustainable solutions .

 

New political initiatives

I T  I S  I M P O S S I B L E  T O
R E S T O R E

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  O R D E R
B Y  C O O P E R A T I N G  W I T H
T H O S E  W H O  V I O L A T E  I T

 
 

We are convinced that a false appeasement will never give positive results . It is

impossible to restore international order by cooperating with those who violate it .

Moreover , the violation of the rules must not become the basis for the evolution of

inter international law . What needs to change is our
attitude towards those who break the rules. The old

international institutions and procedures played an

important role , but today they are stuck because of

their their inability to react to the destructive actions of Russia . The old tactics that Europe

uses with inertia , and which have already shown their ineffectiveness , constitute a

threat . It is time to propose new political initiatives that can strengthen an

international partnership based on European democratic values .

 

The states of Europe must prosecute individuals and companies that violate the

sanctions imposed on Russia , so that the national and European parliaments adopt

the equivalent of the "Magnitsky List" which holds responsible individuals and legal

entities involved in illegal activities . Regarding Ukraine , the will of its oligarchic elites ,

seeking to restore their lost influence after the Dignity Revolution of 2014 , finding a

compromise on the issue of "return of Donbass" on conditions dictated by Moscow and

Leaving aside the fate of Crimea is disturbing .

 
In this perspective , we believe that it is necessary to distinguish between the official

positions of the parties and the true long-term interests of the Russian and Ukrainian

companies , and even more broadly , the interests of Europe .

 

European countries must recognize that by helping to bring about peace in Ukraine ,

Europe is neither an observer nor a neutral mediator , but that it upholds European

fundamental values - the rule of law , human rights and the rule of law . man and

justice , as well as the security of Europe because Russia acts systematically to

undermine European solidarity and security .



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukraine should be part of the European security system and funds should be allocated

to the training of the Ukrainian army through the European Union mission to Ukraine .

It  is necessary to work to obtain a consensus on Ukraine's membership of NATO
even though Russia continues to occupy Donbass and Crimea. Not only will this

not provoke an Atlantic Alliance conflict with Russia , but it will avoid the mistake

made on the eve of the Second World War when the policy of appeasement of the

aggressor led to a global catastrophe .

 

During the negotiations in the Normandy format , it should be recalled that the

advance of the Russian troops in Ukrainian territory was stopped by the determination

of the Ukrainians to defend their country , making the military losses unacceptable for

the Kremlin regime . A "hot" conflict continues on the territory of Ukraine , and the

Minsk agreements under which the talks are being conducted have only been able to

reduce its intensity . It should also be recalled that as long as Moscow continues to

deny its obvious participation in the war against Ukraine , the Minsk agreements are

only conditions for a ceasefire and not for peace .

 

 

The international community needs to develop a long-term strategy torwards Russia

ff

 

 

that the episodic improvisations of world leaders can

not replace even if they are inspired by good

intentions . To give up positions under the fear of the

Russian threat and President Putin 's bluffs could prove 

 

T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
C O M M U N I T Y  M U S T

D E V E L O P  A  L O N G - T E R M
S T R A T E G Y  T O R W A R D S

R U S S I A
 
 

dangerous than establishing "red lines" that the Kremlin could not cross with

impunity .



to involve in the Normandy format negotiations the High Representative for Foreign

Policy of the EU who defended the territorial integrity of Ukraine , put in place a

sanctions regime against Russia and then supported the reforms in Ukraine with

significant financial resources ;

pursue the implementation of a political strategy of reintegration of the occupied

territories of Donbas after having elaborated a clear plan to ensure the security of

this territory ;

to resume consideration of the question of the dispatch of international

peacekeeping contingents under the auspices of the OSCE or the United Nations to

the currently occupied Donbass territories . The participation of European States in

such a mission would strengthen confidence and confirm Europe 's commitment

and ability to establish peace on its continent ;

after a lasting ceasefire , to send to the occupied areas a provisional administration

under the mandate of the OSCE or the UN , to monitor demilitarization and to

prepare the necessary conditions for the holding of democratic elections , free work

by the media , political parties and the return of refugees and displaced persons ;

that international organizations send as many election observers as possible , as they

can not be members of the countries parties to the conflict or sent by them ;

the role of the international institutions that define Europe 's current security

architecture must be reformed and strengthened so that they can actually fulfill

their functions ;

it is important for European countries and international institutions to continue and

strengthen their support for research , education and awareness programs for EU

citizens and politicians , using modern communication methods to win the spirits

and the hearts of new generations ;

create a network of authoritative expert centers in Ukraine , Russia and other

countries on the issues of independent media development , democracy , study and

analysis of political history , strengthening of euro security atlantic and

popularization of universal values   and the protection of human rights in a digitized

and globalized world ;

the European Union must develop a long-term strategy for transforming Russia for

its real democratization ;

Ukraine should undertake more effective efforts to support the population under

occupation , facilitate access to information and social services and reduce the

number of documents required to gain access to social security system ;

to provide international financial support for Ukraine 's efforts to restore the

destroyed economy and infrastructure of Donbass and for the physical and

psychological rehabilitation of the victims of the occupation ;

through the European Union Ambassador to Ukraine , funding for peacebuilding

projects in Ukraine needs to be increased .

To achieve a just and lasting peace, we recommend the following measures:

 

We must remembered that the restoration of peace in Donbass is only a first
step towards a long-term solution of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine
and between Russia and the West.



We are concerned that the problem of Crimea has been put on hold in political

negotiations today . Not only does this give hope to the Kremlin that the world will

finally accept the idea of   annexing this part of Ukraine . It also places in a hopeless

situation the native people of the peninsula , the Crimean Tatars , who are subjected to

systematic pressure and persecution in their homeland . The world must value the

lasting attachment of this people to the principle of nonviolent resistance .

 

It is necessary to stop the negative influence of Russia on international organizations ,

whose work it blocks , including the UN Security Council where Russia has the right of

veto . It is necessary to balance it by possibly exceeding this veto by a vote of the UN

General Assembly .

 

The lifting of sanctions against Russia and its integration into the global security

system can only be achieved after the solution of the problem of Crimea as part of the

restoration of Ukraine 's sovereignty within its internationally recognized borders . For

the solution of this question , it will be necessary to engage in the discussion process

the representatives of the civil society and the experts able to work as much on the

questions of historical memory as on a realistic projection of the future . 

 

It is necessary to continue and strengthen support for civil society in Russia ,

remembering that it is a long-term job , because only the building of a truly democr

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Assume new responsibilities at the borders of Europe
 

The experience of our four sessions shows us that trust is created by working together .

We have not been afraid to use truth language on the most serious issues . The

possible enlargement of the audience who is now interested in the truth of the facts is

linked to the international attention for the liberation of the political hostages of

Russia . The victory over fear and courage shown by men such as Oleg Sentsov,
Roman Sushchenko, Igor Kozlovsky, Irina Dovgan, Achtem Tchejgoz, Ilmi Umerov
and other prisoners of conscience can give an important impetus to political
philosophy and the influence of ethics in making strategic decisions .

 

Public meetings of politicians and intellectuals with freed prisoners of conscience in

Paris , Berlin , Brussels and other European capitals are called to draw the attention of

civil societies and leaders of states to more forms of resistance . coordinated and more

united in the face of cynical violations of the norms of international law .

 

 

I T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  T O
C O N T I N U E  A N D

S T R E N G T H E N  S U P P O R T
F O R  C I V I L  S O C I E T Y  I N

R U S S I A

democratic state in Russia will give the possibility of

economic development . The stability of this country in

the interest of its citizens will free it from its imperialist

vision and ensure the security of the neighboring

countriescountries of Russia and Europe . Support must be given to the efforts of the various

civil society organizations that promote respect for human rights in Russia and

beyond .

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The public opinion of the member states of the European Union is called to facilitate

the transition of the general speeches on the security system of the EU to the practical

realization of this security with the help of the common military forces for the control

of the border between Russia and Ukraine . Here lies the real way to peace . Such joint

actions are able to put an end to the escalation of the conflict and to prevent the

danger of a great war in Eastern Europe .

 

The return to a stable respect for the norms of international law by all countries

without exception must unite the efforts of the leaders of the civil society and the

democratic states of Europe . New forms of solidarity of European citizens could unite

the efforts of all those for whom the rights to freedom , dignity and security are not

indifferent and who resist their cynical violation .

 

Western countries and , above all , European countries must maintain the promise

given at the signing of the Budapest Memorandum in 1994 when they guaranteed

Ukraine security in exchange for the renunciation of nuclear weapons .

 

T H E  T I M E  H A S  C O M E  F O R  T H E
E U R O P E A N  C O M M U N I T Y  T O

A S S U M E  N E W
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  F O R  T H E

F U T U R E  O F  E A S T E R N  E U R O P E
 
 

The time has come for the European community to

assume new responsibilities for the future of

Eastern Europe , for peace on its borders where the

destiny of the whole European world is now being

decided .
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Jeanne Emmanuelle Hutin reviews the proposals of the Commission "Truth,
justice and reconciliation between Ukraine and Russia with the mediation of the
European Union" after its 4th session in France, held from 10 to 12 October.
 

Peace will never be firmly established in Europe as long as one of its neighbors is at

war . Ukraine has been at war for six years . Since Russia , violating international law ,

trampling on its commitments to Ukraine , has invaded and annexed Crimea in 2014 .

Since then , too , it has dispatched forces to the Ukrainian region of Donbass . This war

has already caused 13 ,000 deaths , countless injuries and forced almost two million

people into exile!

 

We can not turn away from the suffering of the Ukrainians . But how to achieve a solid

and lasting peace? Reunited in the "Truth , Justice and Reconciliation" commission ,

Russian , Ukrainian and European intellectuals have just made proposals .

 

First , to name the reality : "As long as Moscow continues to deny its obvious
participation in the war against Ukraine, the Minsk agreements are only
conditions for a ceasefire," they write . For Russian citizen Nikita Petrov of the

Memorial Association , "It is very painful to know that my country is an aggressor.
But our civic duty is to speak openly [...] because it is with the money from our
taxes that Russia arms the separatists. If a state systematically violates human
rights, it represents a danger for its citizens and for other countries. " He calls not

to give in : the force of law must be the same for all states .

 

The Commission considers that "the concessions of the West [...] aggravate" the
situation. It warns: "Normalizing relations with Russia as quickly as possible to
lift sanctions and resume trade" can not be a lasting solution. It will be found
after "solving the problem of Crimea" and "in the context of the restoration of
Ukraine's sovereignty within its internationally recognized borders".
 

For all Europe
 

Together , these intellectuals call on the European Union to "defend the rule of law
and international law". Otherwise , it will be a "dummy appeasement" , explains the

founder of the Commission , Antoine Arjakovsky . The European Union has the duty

to  "assume new responsibilities for peace on its borders" where "the future of
Europe is being shaped " , calls Constantin Sigov , Ukrainian historian . They also rely

on France to act in this way by regaining the courage it showed when it refused to sell

the Mistral to Russia , after the annexation of Crimea : "This great action has sparked
a lot of respect for France."

Ukraine, building peace

EDITORIAL

http://comite-ukraine.blogs.liberation.fr/2019/06/12/un-dialogue-pour-preparer-la-paix-en-ukraine/


The Truth , Justice and Reconciliation Commission calls for European diplomacy to

take part in the "Normandy format" negotiations , which only brings together France ,

Germany , Russia and Ukraine . It also pleads to send to Donbass , as soon as a ceasefire

permits , a "provisional administration under the mandate of the OSCE or the UN"
to monitor the demilitarization , allow the return of refugees and the holding

democratic elections .

 

These civil society proposals should not remain a dead letter . Because peace is not the

only affair of the armies and the rulers , but is everyone 's affair . So we can not consider

Ukraine as a problem to be solved but as peace to win , to build solidly , not only for it ,

but for all Europe .

Ouest-France, October 22, 2019,
https://www.ouest-france.fr/europe/ukraine/tribune-la-paix-dans-le-donbass-et-la-

desoccupation-de-la-crimee-sont-possibles-6577274
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1ST SEMINAR 

Tribune. Dialoguer avec le passé pour arrêter la guerre russo-ukrainienne, par un collectif

de chercheurs et philosophes, Libération, 29 mai 2018.

https://www.liberation.fr/debats/2018/05/29/dialoguer-avec-le-passe-pour-arreter-la-guerre-

russo-ukrainienne_1655032

 

2ND SEMINAR

Ukraine-Russie, vers la réconciliation  ?, par Jeanne-Emmanuelle HUTIN, Ouest-France, 6

octobre 2018.

https://www.ouest-france.fr/monde/ukraine-russie-vers-la-reconciliation-6004997

 

3RD SEMINAIR

French expert says West would be foolish to indulge Russia in PACE, Euro Maidan Press, 12

June 2019. 

http://euromaidanpress.com/2019/06/10/french-expert-says-west-would-be-foolish-to-indulge-

russia-in-pace/?fbclid=IwAR014LPxf02FOYFGumnChaDh6Ak7S2HFhW2EmRK6C-4J13E0eanx-

QG7UGo

 

4TH SEMINAR

Tribune. «  La paix dans le Donbass et la désoccupation de la Crimée sont possibles  »,

Ouest-France, 22 octobre 2019. 

https://www.ouest-france.fr/europe/ukraine/tribune-la-paix-dans-le-donbass-et-la-

desoccupation-de-la-crimee-sont-possibles-6577274

Éditorial. Ukraine, construire la paix, par Jeanne-Emmanuelle HUTIN, Ouest-France, 23

octobre 2019.

https://www.ouest-france.fr/reflexion/editorial/editorial-ukraine-construire-la-paix-6578679

 

http://comite-ukraine.blogs.liberation.fr/2019/06/12/un-dialogue-pour-preparer-la-paix-en-ukraine/
https://www.liberation.fr/debats/2018/05/29/dialoguer-avec-le-passe-pour-arreter-la-guerre-russo-ukrainienne_1655032


To follow the projects of the Commission
"Truth, Justice and Reconciliation

between Russia and Ukraine with the
mediation of the European Union"

 
http://www.cvjr-ukrueu.com 
(online from January 2020)

 

http://www.vjr.ukrueu.com/


RUSSIA - UKRAINE
 

WHAT PEACE PLAN BETWEEN RUSSIA AND UKRAINE ?

Since 2014 a war is taking place in Europe between Ukraine and Russia . This

conflict has led to increasingly tense relations between the European Union and

Russia . The latter has been banned from voting by the Parliamentary Assembly of

the Council of Europe (Council of Europe restored Russia 's voting rights on 25th

June 2019) and has suffered economic and political sanctions that are constantly

being renewed by the European Union and the United States . 

 

The war has already caused more than 13 000 deaths , several tens of thousands of

wounded and more than two million refugees . But the conflict continues without

any peaceful solution . Diplomats agree that the Minsk negotiations have not led to

any results , not even to a lasting ceasefire . The same can be said for the

discussions between Kurt Volker and Vladislav Surkov , the representatives of

Presidents Trump and Putin . 

 

This is why the Research Centre of the Collège des Bernardins , in collaboration

with the “Memorial” Association in Russia , the Mohyla Academy , the Catholic

University of Ukraine , and several European experts , including from OSCE

(Ukraine), Rennes university (France), World Forum for Peace (Caen , France),

Yeltsin Center (Russia) and “Historians without borders” (Finland) has launched an

initiative of building peace "Truth , Justice and Reconciliation between Russia and

Ukraine with the mediation of the European Union".

 

This initiative consisted in holding 4 seminars in France and Ukraine in 2018-2019

with the participation of experts , academics and recognized moral personalities of

the countries concerned .

 

The objective was to find a differentiated consensus on the main subjects of

discord between Russia and Ukraine with the mediation of the EU : a common

narrative of past events ; possible reconciliations in religious and ecclesiological

matters ; expectations for the construction of the rule of law , participative

democracy and the means to achieve it ; finally , viable political , economic ,

humanitarian and geostrategic solutions in the short , medium and long term in

Crimea , Donbass and Azov Sea .


